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DETAILED ACTION 



1. This action is in response to applicant's amendment filed on March 1, 2004. Claims 1 
18,37-56,72-74 are now pending in the present application. 



2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on March 1, 2001 has been entered. 



3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1,3-17,37 and 39-55 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Speicher US Patent 6,502,077. 

Regarding claim 1, Speicher teaches a method for providing a status certification (figs. 
13 and 14; the status of the first voicemail message is provided by indicating the number of 
replies associated with each first voicemail message) for a message (audiotext personal ad) in a 
communications network (abstract; col. 12, lines 6-8; col. 15, lines 5-13) comprising: 

assigning a message identifier (mailbox number) for said message, (col. 6, lines 17-32); 
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creating a first disposition identifier (ADJUESPONSE, RSP_MAILBOX_NUMBER) in 
response to a first disposition event, (col. 11, lines 39-67); 

associating said first disposition identifier with said message, (col. 11, lines 50-67); 

receiving a request for a status notification of said message from a sender of said 
message, (col. 15, lines 5-13); 

compiling said message identifier and said first disposition identifier to generate a first 
status notification, (col. 11, lines 39-col. 12, lines 5; col. 15, lines 5-13); and 

providing said first status notification in response to said request, (col. 15, lines 5-13); 

creating a second disposition identifier with said message, (col. 11, lines 39-55); 

compiling said message identifier and said second disposition identifier to generate a 
second status notification, (col. 11, line 39-col. 12, line 5); and 

providing said second status notification to said sender, (col. 15, lines 5-13). 

Regarding claim 3, Speicher, as applied to claim 1, teaches wherein said first and second 
disposition events comprises at least one of: a managing event, (col. 15, lines 15-45); and a 
dispatching event, (col. 11, lines 39-55). 

Regarding claim 4, Speicher, as applied to claim 3, teaches wherein said managing event 
comprises at least one of: accessing said message and presenting an indication of said message, 
(col. 14, line 59-col. 15, lines 45). 

Regarding claim 5, Speicher, as applied to claim 3, teaches wherein said managing event 
comprises at least one of: denying said status certification of said message, (col. 15, lines 34-37). 

Regarding claim 6, Speicher, as applied to claim 3, teaches wherein said dispatching 
event comprises replying to said message, (col. 11, lines 39-55). 
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Regarding claim 7, Speicher, as applied to claim 1, teaches wherein said status 
notification comprises at least one of: an audio message and a text message, (col. 15, lines 5-37). 

Regarding claim 8, Speicher, as applied to claim 1, teaches wherein said 
communications network comprises a telecommunications network and an electronic 
communications network, (fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 9, Speicher, as applied to claim 1, teaches wherein said message 
identifier comprises an type identifier, (col. 6, lines 17-32). 

Regarding claim 10, Speicher, as applied to claim 1, teaches wherein said message 
identifier comprises at least one of: a role identifier; a party identifier; a date identifier; and a 
time identifier, (fig. 2; col. 6, lines 17-32). 

Regarding claim 11, Speicher, as applied to claim 10, teaches wherein said role identifier 
comprises at least one of: an originator; a sender; a caller and a recipient, (fig. 2; col. 6, lines 17- 
32). 

Regarding claim 12, Speicher, as applied to claim 10, teaches wherein said party 
identifier comprises an access address, (fig. 2; col. 6, lines 17-32). 

Regarding claim 13, Speicher, as applied to claim 1, teaches storing an attribute for said 
status certification for said message, wherein said attribute comprises at least one of: said 
message identifier; said first or second disposition identifier; and said first or second status 
notification, (col. 11, line 40-col. 12, line 5). 

Regarding claim 14, Speicher, as applied to claim 13, teaches administrative 
functionality, wherein said administrative functionality comprises at least one of: monitoring said 
attribute and informing a recipient of said attribute, (col. 11, line 40-col. 12, line 5). 
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Regarding claim 15, Speicher, as applied to claim 1, teaches wherein said request 
comprises a secure request, (col. 14, line 47-col. 15, line 13). 

Regarding claim 16, Speicher, as applied to claim 1, teaches wherein said request 
comprises dialing an access number, (col. 14, lines 47-66). 

Regarding claim 17, Speicher, as applied to claim 1, teaches wherein said request 
comprises a hypertext transfer protocol request (HTTP) , (internet access inherently requires http 
requests since http is the standard protocol used for access web pages) directed to a uniform 
resource locator address (URL), (col. 15, lines 15-46). 

Regarding claim 37, Speicher, teaches system for providing a status certification for a 
message (audio text personal ad) in a communications network (abstract; col. 12, lines 6-8; col. 
15, lines 5-13) comprising: 

a processor operative to assign a message identifier (mailbox number) for said message, 
(col. 6, lines 17-32); 

said processor further operative to create a first disposition identifier (ADRESPONSE, 
RSP_MAILBOX__NUMBER) in response to a first disposition event, (col. 11, lines 39-67); 

said processor further operative to associate said first disposition identifier with said 
message, (col. 1 1, lines 50-67); 

said processor further operative to receive a request for a status notification of said 
message from a sender of said message, (col. 15, lines 5-13); 

said processor further operative to compile said message identifier and said first 
disposition identifier to generate a first status notification, (col. 11, line 39-co. 12, line 5; col. 15, 
lines 5-13); and 
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said process further operative to provide said first status notification to said sender in 
response to said request, (col. 15, lines 5-13); 

said processor further operative to create a second disposition identifier in response to a 
second disposition event occurring subsequent to said first disposition event, (col. 11, lines 39- 
55); 

said processor further operative to associated said second disposition identifier with said 
message, (col 11, lines 39-55); 

said processor further operative to compile said message identifier and said second 
disposition identifier to generate a second status notification, (col. 11, line 39-col. 12, line 5); and 

said processor further operative to provide said second status notification to said sender, 
(figs. 13 and 14; col. 15, lines 5-13). 

Regarding claim 39, Speicher, as applied to claim 37, teaches wherein said first and 
second disposition events comprises at least one of: a managing event, (col. 15, lines 15-45); and 
a dispatching event, (col. 11, lines 39-55). 

Regarding claim 40, Speicher, as applied to claim 39, teaches wherein said managing 
event comprises at least one of: accessing said message and presenting an indication of said 
message, (col. 14, line 59-col. 15, line 45). 

Regarding claim 41, Speicher, as applied to claim 39, teaches wherein said managing 
event comprises at least one of: denying said status certification of said message, (col. 15, lines 
34-37). 

Regarding claim 42, Speicher, as applied to claim 39, teaches wherein said dispatching 
event comprises replying to said message, (col. 11, lines 39-55). 
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Regarding claim 43, Speicher, as applied to claim 38, teaches wherein said status 
notification comprises at least one of: an audio message and a text message, (col. 15, lines 5-37). 

Regarding claim 44, Speicher, as applied to claim 37, teaches wherein said 
communications network comprises a telecommunications network and an electronic 
communications network, (fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 45, Speicher, as applied to claim 37, teaches wherein said message 
identifier comprises a type identifier; col. 6, lines 17-32). 

Regarding claim 46, Speicher, as applied to claim 37, teaches wherein said message 
identifier comprises at least one of: a role identifier; a party identifier; a date identifier; and a 
time identifier, (fig. 2; col. 6, lines 17-32). 

Regarding claim 47, Speicher, as applied to claim 46, teaches wherein said role identifier 
comprises at least one of: an originator; a sender; a caller and a recipient, (fig. 2; col. 6, lines 17- 
32). 

Regarding claim 48, Speicher, as applied to claim 46, teaches wherein said party 
identifier comprises an access address, (fig. 2; col. , lines 17-32). 

Regarding claim 49, Speicher, as applied to claim 37, teaches storing an attribute for said 
status certification for said message, wherein said attribute comprises at least one of: said 
message identifier; said first or second disposition identifier; and said first or second status 
notification, (col. 11, line 40-col. 12, line 5). 

Regarding claim 50, Speicher, as applied to claim 49, teaches administrative 
functionality, wherein said administrative functionality comprises at least one of: monitoring said 
attribute and informing a recipient of said attribute, (col. 11, line 40-col. 12, line 5). 
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Regarding claim 51, Speicher, as applied to claim 37, teaches a data repository for 
storing at least one of said message, said message identifier, said first or second disposition 
identifier, and said report, (col. 11, lines 40-col. 2, line 5; fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 52, Speicher, as applied to claim 51, teaches wherein said data 
repository comprises a database, (col. 11, lines 40-col. 2, line 5; fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 55, Speicher, as applied to claim 51, teaches wherein said data 
repository comprises: a first database for storing said message; and a second database for storing 
said attribute, (col. 11, lines 40-col. 2, line 5; fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 54, Speicher, as applied to claim 37, teaches wherein said request 
comprises a secure request, (col. 14, line 47-coL 15, line 13). 

Regarding claim 55, Speicher, as applied to claim 37 teaches a network access device to 
issue said request, wherein said network access device comprises at least one of: a telephone and 
a computer, (fig. 1; col. 14, lines 47-col. 15, line 13). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

6. Claims 2 and 38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Speicher 
in view of Creswell et al. US Patent 5,544,229. 

Regarding claims 2 and 38, Speicher, as applied to claims 1 and 37, does not specifically 
teach of billing a party to said message for said providing of said status certification. 
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Creswell teaches a method for providing status certification for a message system, (col. 
12, lines 38-59; col. 13, lines 14-34). Creswell further teaches billing a party to said message for 
said providing of said status certification, (col. 2, lines 10-21). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the system of Speicher by including billing as taught by Speicher 
so that the service provider can be paid for providing the personal ad service to its users. 
7. Claims 56 and 72-74 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Speicher in view of LaPorta et al. US Patent 6,014,429. 

Regarding claim 56, Speicher, as applied to claim 37, does not teach wherein the 
processor is within an intelligent peripheral and said network is an advanced intelligence 
network. 

LaPorta teaches that it was well known in the art to provide messaging services in an AIN 
system, (col. 19, lines 52-67; fig. 2). LaPorta also teaches of providing message status 
information to a message sender. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the system of Speicher by using an AIN network system as taught 
by LaPorta so that network components can communicate with each other with signaling 
information instead of using in band channels. The Examiner notes that AIN networks are well- 
known the art and one skilled in the art who have employed an AIN system into Hanson so that 
voice in-band channels do not have to be used for signaling remote devices. 

Regarding claim 72, Speicher in view of LaPorta, as applied to claim 56, teach a service 
switching point (18, LaPorta) functionally connected to said intelligent peripheral; and an 
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interface functionally (two-way messaging network, LaPorta) connected to said service 
switching point (18, LaPorta) and operative to accept a communication directed to said AIN, 
(LaPorta). LaPorta, as applied above, teaches that it was well-known in the art and it would have 
been obvious to use an AIN system. 

Regarding claim 73, Speicher, as applied to claim 72, does not specifically teach of using 
a MTSO functionally. 

In the same field of endeavor, LaPorta teach a mobile telephone switching office (MTSO) 
functionally connected to said interface and operative to facilitate a cellular device 
communication directed to said AIN, (col. 17, lines 33-56, LaPorta). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Speicher by using a MTSO functionality so that wireless users 
can communicate with the messaging network. 

Regarding claim 74, Speicher in view of LaPorta, as applied to claim 72, teach a 
computer network functionally connected to said interface and operative to facilitate a computer- 
based communication directed to said AIN, (fig. 1; col. 15, lines 5-17; Speicher; fig. 2, LaPorta). 

As stated above, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the system of Speicher by using an AIN network system as 
taught by LaPorta so that network components can communicate with each other with signaling 
information instead of using in band channels. The Examiner notes that AIN networks are well- 
known the art and one skilled in the art who have employed an AIN system into Hanson so that 
voice in-band channels do not have to be used for signaling remote devices. 
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Response to Arguments 

8. Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 1-18,37-56,72-74 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

9. Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9306, (for formal communications intended for entry) 

Or: 

(703) 872-9306, (for informal or draft communications, please label 
"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT") 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal 
Drive, Arlington, VA, Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ovidio Escalante whose telephone number is 703-308-6262. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F (6:30AM - 5:00PM). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Fan S Tsang can be reached on 703-305-4895. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Ovidio Escalante 



Examiner 



OWOMD ESCALANTE 
h JWENT EXAMINER 



Group 2645 
May 14, 2004 




